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Dear Members,

Greetings for Peace and Happiness in 2017!

The month of December saw a successful National 
Convention, which allowed for a churn of many ideas on the 
direction our cities are taking and exploring possibilities for 
directions they should take. This brought back some fond 
memories of the NATCON hosted by our Chapter at Kolkata 
in December 2015.

In 2017, we have joined hands with CREDAI Bengal to host 
a joint convention on the 3rd and 4th of March on the theme 
“Connecting Histories”. We have already received 
confirmations from Alejandro Echeverri (Columbia), 
George Ferguson (UK), Palinda Kannangara (Sri Lanka), 
Leila Araghian (Iran), Juergen Mayer (Germany) and 
Sameep Padora, Biju Kuriakose, Sugato Bose, Joy Sen 
from India.

The objective of this Convention is to explore how the 
different layers of a city come together over time to give it its 
current flavour and to learn of successful efforts and other 
not-so-successful ones. These connections over time are 
of specific relevance to our city, which has seen varied 
influences – British, Dutch, French, Jewish, Armenian, 
Chinese and now globalization.

I urge all of you to register at the earliest and join hands to 
make this a convention we will remember and cherish for 
times to come.

You would also be aware that the 19th ARCASIA Forum is 
scheduled to be held in Jaipur between the 23rd and 25th of 
May. This is also a rare honour that IIA has secured in its 
centenary year. A good size contingent from our Chapter 
would be befitting this occasion.

If everyone is moving forward together, then success takes 
care of itself. – Henry Ford

Best Regards
Yours in Service,
Ar. Gita Balakrishnan
West Bengal Chapter, The Indian Institute of Architects

Dear Friends,

For last few weeks ATMs has been the most populated 
and talked about places of the nation instead of Taj 
Mahal and beaches, thanks to apparently 'bold' 
demonetization move by our PM. The move, effective or 
not, only time can tell but  the journey from ATM to 
PayTM surely marks a Paradigm shift, at least in 
hackneyed mindset and emotional perception, towards 
a cashless and digital economy. As technology becomes 
more embedded in our lives, the line between us and our 
virtual Avatar is blurring every day. Even our emotions 
shift from language of facial expressions to emojis. 

As we clear our desks for yet another new calendar, as 
we stare at the white blank with black impatient ink in 
hand, let us wish the emojis for this New Year become 
happier looking smileys          .

Happy New Year. Happy Designing.

Yours In Profession, 

Ar. Abhishek Dutta,
Editor, West Bengal Chapter
The Indian Institute of Architects
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IIA National Convention 2016

The word curator has care engrained in it, thus Architect 
Prem Chandavarkar prefers it over the title of architect of 
the convention. The NATCON hosted by IIA Karnataka 
chapter on 1-3rd December 2016 at the Lalit Ashok in 
Bangalore was truly organised with substantial care and 
devotion. From the very selection of the topic 'Imagining 
the Indian City' one realises the significance of the role of 
architects in this context of emerging India.

The speakers were carefully selected from across the 
world ranging from keynote speakers Rahul Mehrotra 
and Saskia Sassen to Tatjana Schneider, Partha 
Mukhopadhyah and others. They spanned topics from 
the influence of individual architecture to our cities to the 
possibility of designing our cities with active inclusion of 
all citizens.

Ar. Alokananda, Ar. Subhajit Dey and Ar. Abin Chaudhury (not present)
receiving IIA Certificate of Appreciation for contribution to IIA activities

 IIA, West Bengal Chapter team at the National Convention 2016

We are proud to announce that The West Bengal 

Chapter of The Indian Institute of Architects has been 

awarded (joint) BEST CHAPTER 2016 at the 

National Convention held at Bengaluru

governance structure and discussed the need of 
inclusion and participation of the citizens. Speakers 
Pankaj Joshi, Kirtee Shah, Sheela Patel took up the 
enriching task.

Session titled 'Resilience in the Indian City' with 
speakers Harini Nagendra, Arun Jain, Aromar Revi 
introduced the term resilient instead of sustainable while 
imagining our cities. 

In session 'Designing the Indian City' speakers Bimal 
Patel, Aneerudha Paul, Swati Chattopadhyay the 
possibility of the city being designed like an architectural 
entity is implanted. 

The last session 'unpacking the smart city' discussed the 
vast definition of the term 'smart' and its implications. 
Partha Mukhopadhyah, G. Sampath and A.N. 
Srivathsan debated the price an efficient 'smart' city 
would have on privacy, justice and equity.

A befitting conclusion “this convention is not coming to 
an end, but is in fact a beginning of a new consciousness 
and call for active participation of all architects in various 
chapters to help shape the emerging cities of India.”

Rahul Mehrotra's 'Urban India: Towards a smarter turn' 
elaborated on the emerging patterns of Indian cities and 
warned against the explosive growth of medium and 
small towns. While Rahul's brisk, enthusiastic speech 
kept us in bouts of giggles and deep pondering thoughts, 
Saskia's contrasting calm composure left us all in 
complete awe at the depth of the lecture. Saskia Sassen, 
Professor of Sociology is acknowledged to be one of the 
world's leading authorities on Globalization. Her lecture 
'Who owns the city' focussed on how the ownership of 
cities are slowly being taken over by the private sector 
whose motives are mostly profit based.

A serious of six discussions took off with 'Architectural 
Practice and the City' with speakers Alfredo 
Brillembourg, Neelkanth Chhaya, Tatjana Schneider 
covering with the much discussed issue of whether 
individual practices be concerned only with their 
designed buildings or should our cities come into 
consideration.

'Rethinking Urban Pubic Space' discussed by Dhiru A 
Thadani, Neera Adarkar, Franz Ziegler took on different 
aspects of Urban Public space.

'Governance and Social Justice in the Indian City' 
debated upon the efficiency of our existing urban 

IIA, West Bengal Chapter wins Best Chapter Award

Report by Divya Manek
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house where Christopher lives and works in India. Is his 
studio, residence, guest house and art gallery. Inspired 
from traditional Indian 'Haveli style' it is a sanctuary against 
the immediate noise, pollution and rush present in the 
adjacent busy road. He agrees many people would have 
loved the sound of the roads with loud cars but that wasn't 
for him.

Book Launch by Ar. Christopher Charles 
Benninger

On 5th November 2016, the historic Bengal Club witnessed 
the launch of eminent architect Christopher Charles 
Benninger's second published book, 'Architecture for 
Modern India'

The event organised by IIA West Bengal Chapter, felicitated 
Professor Benninger post unveiling of the book by our 
omnipresent Chairperson Architect Gita Balakrishnan and 
iconic Architect Dulal Mukherjee. Ar. Shakuntala Ghosh 
and Ar. Sunil Maniramka gave vibrant introductions to 
Christopher Benninger, the founding director of CCBA- 
Christopher Charles Benninger Architects Private Limited. 

In his first book 'Letters to a Young Architect', published in 
2011, the Professor describes his Managing Director- 
Ramaprasad as his 'companion and life partner' right 
through his long journey. Ramprasad took us through the 
highlights of their latest publication which is more of a 
memoir of the Forty Four years of Professor Benninger in 
India.

Professor Benninger's love for his work is revealed 
automatically in his speech. His aural skills captivated the 
audience for a good 90 minutes. A blend of anecdotes and 
interesting tales- he took as from one building to another 
covering a span of over 4 decades of his life. 

Benninger's work is deeply moved and influenced by his 
long stay in India. His love for his adopted land deeply 
reflects in his work. He made the heart wrenching decision 
to give up a tenured Assistant Professor position at 
Graduate School of Design, Harvard University and 
migrated to India, to assist Ar. B. V. Doshi initiate CEPT, 
Ahmedabad- keeping a promise he had made to the latter.

Christopher Benninger strongly believes that the best 
lessons in architecture are hidden in ancient Indian 
architecture. He made known to us that Architect Louis I 
Kahn found inspiration for IIM Ahmedabad from Jahaz 
Mahal in Mandu. In fact the towering structures were 
initially designed to be built with water all around as is the 
concept of the “floating palace” i.e. Jahaz Mahal. As fate 
would have it, the water was discarded on grounds of 
hygiene.

India House, quoting Ar. Fumihiko Maki, does not refer to 'a 
house in India' or 'an Indian House'. Maki interprets it as the 

Report by Divya Manek

Benninger's approach to architecture is rather simplistic in 
nature as is evident in his bold and eye catching art work 
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The Architect's Challenge Set 8
Please send your answers to editor.iiawbchapter@gmail.com by 15th February, 2017

Identify
the buildings
and its architect

109

87

65

43

21
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Members sending right answers are : Ar. Arnab Chatterjee (5/5), Ar. Kaushik Gupta (4/5)

The Architect's challenge Set 7 Answer

3 : St. Petersburg, Florida,
Salvador Dali Museum

1 : Huainan, China
2 : Seagaia Ocean Dome,
Meazaaki, Japan

5 : Shahyad Tower
(Azadi Tower) in 
Tehran, Iran.  

4 : TUBO Hotel, Tepoztlán,
Morelos, Mexico 
[although it looks very similar
to Pipe House Playa Grande
in Costa Rica]

CROSSWORD

Clues for the crossword:

Across

3. Projecting part of a rampart or 
other fortification

4. Plutonic igneous rock having 
visibly crystalline texture

8. Area wholly or partly surrounded 
by walls or buildings

12. Molding around a door or window

13. Temple of the goddess Athena

16. Structure consisting of the part of 
a classical temple

17. Parallel Projection of a structure

18. Lowest support of a structure

Down

1. Used as a bond in masonry or for 
covering a wall

2. A sur face excavat ion  for  
extracting stone

5. The area of a theater orconcert 
hall where the audience sits

6. Molding at the corner between the 
ceiling and the top of a wall

7. One of a set of parallel slats in a 
door or window to admit air and 
reject rain

9. An artist skilled at drawing

10. Panel forming the lower part of an 
interior wall

11. Customers collectively

14. Silvery ductile metallic element 
found primarily in bauxite

15. Place or deal with close together 
for contrasting effect.

Courtesy Subhayan Modak
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Ar. Anirban Bhaduri Mandal

Ar. Subhojit Dey

Ar. Indranil Ghosh

Ar. Sonia Gupta 09830065104

09830074779

09831133184

09831011595

Co-opted Members

IIA-WB Sustainability Cell

Ar. Akhil Ranjan Sarkar (Chairman)

Ar. Shakuntala Ghosh

Ar. Sanchita Das

Ar. Suchandra Bardhan

Ar. Mahua Ghosh

Ar. Abhishek Dutta (Convenor)

Ar. Sujoy Dhar (Convenor)

Ar. Debjit Adhikari

Ar. Abhishek Dutta

Ar. Ayan Sen

Ar. Mukul Mittra (Chairman)

Ar. Saibal Sen (Convenor)

Ar. Sunil Maniramka, (Co-Convenor)

Members

Ar. Dipankar Das

Ar. Soumyendu Biswas

Ar. Sanjoy Mondal

Advisors

Ar. Dibyendu Chakraborty

Ar. Dilip Chatterjee

Ar. Subir Basu

Ar. Debatosh Sahu

Website, Newsletter &

Documentation Sub-committee

Young Architects Sub-committee

Ar. Sudipta Kr. Seal (Convenor)

Ar. Abhijit Raychaudhuri

Ar. Subhrajit G Mitra

Ar. Abhiroop Das

And Student Representatives

033 2441 2106, +91 80171 20770 (Subir)

ad.arcondesign@gmail.com


